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TGS TOGETHER
 

Head's Update

Mr M Brewer,

Head

Dear families of Thetford Grammar School,

A dash of rain, a measure more sunshine and Spring has started to uncoil with appropriate timing, green leaves forming

garlands ready for St Patrick’s Day.

The (many) stories of St Patrick are as varied, and often implausible, but the more historically reliable elements of Ireland’s

patron saint life and times still resonate today. Kidnapped at 16 and sold into slavery in Ireland, Patrick escaped that life to

return years later as an evangelist for Christianity. In that alone, we have the plot of an Oscar-contender. Whether it was

St Patrick or some later analogist that also gifted the world the religious significance of the shamrock, we may never know,

but it is a brilliant example of how enduring lessons are when we can link learning to the world around us.

It is often said that everyone is Irish on St Patrick’s Day, though the wider public has not always been so embracing. The

evolution of the feast of St Patrick into a global celebration of the Emerald Isle was a long time coming. Irish Catholics

have probably celebrated on the 17th March for around 1000 years, but in the 19th and even 20th Centuries, anti-Irish

sentiment in the UK and in America ran high. It is a remarkable and, especially in these times, encouraging example of

how racial prejudices can be challenged, overcome even, and how cultures can be understood, shared, and celebrated.

This time of year always lends itself to hope and opportunity. So, raise a glass of the black stuff – Bovril, Guinness, or your

own noir beverage of choice – and have faith.

Have a wonderful weekend.

#TGSTogether





Mrs Faye
Throughout the season of Lent, I have been talking to the students about Challenges; often we 'give something

up for Lent' but how about if we challenge ourselves with something new?

 

Year 6 were certainly set several challenges as they attended the Crucial Crew event. It was great to be able to

join them as they worked through a series of different sessions run by our Emergency Services.

 

Mrs Foreman has set up a 'Challenge Board' with Housepoint rewards for those students who are able to

complete the puzzles she has set! And with Housepoints in mind, I was able to present the first Silver

Certificates to six students - the first to attain over 200 Housepoints so far this term!

 

I have challenged myself too - In Tuesday's assembly I played a piece on my Clarinet to the school. My

challenge is to be able to play it without the squeaks and wrong notes by the end of term...we shall see! I also

set the students the challenge of playing their instruments in assembly - I wonder if any will take up that

challenge?



PREP

CHESS

CLUB

THURSDAYS
12:30PM-1:00PM

PREP HALL



I t  is really refreshing to be back playing Chess on the board. My f irst tournament
was the Norfolk County Championships.  The top 20 Chess players from Norfolk
competed, all  experienced players and I  was the only Under 18 to compete in this
section. After 5 rounds, 3 hour games, I  played some tough competit ion. My level
of play was noted and after securing second place I  was invited to play for a top
Norfolk team which would mean I  get to compete against t it led players.  

The last two months I  have played against t it led players, to play against a master
was once a dream and here I  am securing draws. This has motivated me to push
for a t it le over the next 12 months. 

Though it 's great to be back competing at a high level,  I  f ind it  very satisfying to
help out with TGS Chess Club, hopefully inspir ing the next generation and guiding
my Chess students with their development, I  have a student ready for their f irst
competit ion. 

Jaden J,  Year 12



Year 5 English
 

In today's English lesson Year 5 were tasked with writ ing kennings on the theme of

explorers. Using information about the famous Tudor explorer Sir  Francis Drake,

they recorded key vocabulary on their table before combining nouns and verbs to

make two word phrases. The chi ldren real ly enjoyed the word play involved and

created dramatic poems that effectively convey the events of the t ime period.

 



Crucial Crew
 

On Thursday 10th March, Year 6 went to Letton Hal l  in Shipdham to take part in the

Crucial Crew event. This is an interactive safety init iative where the pupils

experienced and participated in a range of real ist ic s ituations which are

potential ly l i fe threatening in order to raise awareness of what they can do to

increase their own and others safety.

 

The pupils took part in First Aid, Internet Safety,  Fire Safety,  Seaside Safety.

The pupils said the f ire safety scenario had the greatest impact.

 



YEAR 6 - Vikings
 

In their Topic work this half term, Year 6 have been looking at the Vikings. After

studying the area the Vikings originated from the chi ldren looked at the science

behind some of Vikings food production. Their f i rst task was to make butter out of

cream. The pupils tasted the cream before turning it  into butter.  They put the

cream in a jar and shook the contents t i l l  the butterfat and buttermilk separated.

Salt was added to the butterfat and the put in the fr idge. The pupils al l  thought

this was great fun but also hard work making butter.

 





Theatre Royal Norwich 2nd March

 

On the 2nd March the GCSE Drama group went to see ‘Everybody’s Talking about

Jamie’ at the Theatre Royal in Norwich. The 1300 seat theatre was packed and we

thoroughly enjoyed a fantastic matinee performance of this West End musical now

on its nationwide tour. 

The story is fun and very moving as well .  The set and costumes were innovative and

excit ing and the performers were an inspiration to us al l .  As part of the course the

students have to write about a l ive theatre experience and this certainly gave them

enough food for thought!

 

El Dorado Theatre Group presents
EVERYBODY'S TALKING

ABOUT JAMIE



FINAL PUSH

FOR GCSE DT





M A D D Y
T R U S S E L L

School Captain

MEET OUR PREFECTS

I have had the privilege of being School Captain for the past year, which has been
an incredibly rewarding role and I have thoroughly enjoyed the challenges and
responsibilities that it has involved. Taking on a Prefect role can be beneficial to
you in many ways - it has really allowed me to improve my communication,
organisation and leadership skills.

My job is to act as the main point of contact between the staff and the student
body, and I’ve been able to play an active role in the functioning of the school by
voicing any concerns or ideas I have every week at the Prefect’s meeting. This
opportunity to make positive changes within the school was what motivated me to
apply for the role in the first place. I had dreams of founding my own student-led
newspaper, and just two weeks after starting the job this dream became a reality
as the first edition of ‘The Student Circle’ was published. The response from the
student body has been fantastic so far and I hope that ‘The Student Circle’ will
continue for many years to come.

I also inherited the Buddies Scheme from the previous School Captain, Liz. This has
involved running lunchtime sessions - so far we’ve enjoyed sharing quizzes and
skills like origami. This is something else I would love to see continued into another
year. All in all, I truly enjoy my role and I can’t encourage everyone enough to
consider applying for Prefect roles yourself, when the time comes.

At TGS, the Senior Prefect Team help to have a say in the running of the school and to suggest new
initiatives. The 5 with the most Senior positions were asked to outline what their role entails and why

they decided to apply for their position. This is what they wrote…



S A M
J O N E S

Vice School Captain
(Academic)

As a Vice School Captain, I attend the weekly Prefects’ Coffee meeting. In these
meetings the Senior Prefect team discuss upcoming events, new and existing
initiatives and general school-life dynamics. In my role, I have taken an oversight of
the Academic Mentoring Scheme. This involves liaising with mentors and subject
teachers to ensure that the mentors, teachers and students who are lower down in
the school all benefit. I also attend KS3 and KS4/5 assemblies, deliver speeches at
school events and write for the OTA newsletter.

In the role of Vice Captain, you assist the Senior Prefect team, as well as the SLT in
making decisions for both Sixth Form and the school as a whole. I chose to apply
for this role as I wanted to take a more active and involved role in the school after
being here for so many years. The role has given me invaluable experience in co-
ordinating with my peers and time management as I tackle 4 A-levels, my UCAS
application, and my Prefect role simultaneously.



J E R R Y
W A N G

Vice School Captain
(Wellbeing)

I’m the Vice School Captain and Head of Student Wellbeing. Being the Vice School
Captain involves assisting the School Captain, attending Key Stage assemblies and
delivering speeches at school events. I also attend a weekly coffee morning with
other Senior Prefects. For wellbeing, I meet with Nurse Theobald regularly to
organise activities promoting wellbeing around the whole school and helping
students to deal with stress during exam periods.

I applied to these roles because I wanted to develop my social and communication
skills since it provides me the opportunity to talk to different people and coordinate
with other Prefects. I also learned how to manage my time, to balance my duties
and schoolwork, which is an essential skill at university when trying to balance
social and study. Most importantly, as a relatively new student to the school, I want
to show others that everyone can get fully involved in our school regardless of the
time you have been in the school for.

For the future, I hope there can be more people joining the wellbeing scheme from
lower years, especially in Prep School. Therefore, I hope Wellbeing Champions and
Prep School Prefects can organise more wellbeing activities in Prep School and
explain what wellbeing is to younger pupils in the school.



E L L I E
S I R E E
Prep Captain

The role of Prep Captain involves a lot of responsibility. You will attend both the
Senior Prefect meetings and meetings with the Head of Prep, so strong
organisational skills are required. It is important that you are confident as you will
be expected to deliver engaging assemblies and presentations to the whole of
Prep. These are important to ensure the children know who you are and what is
happening. The best part of the job is that it’s very creative and you can do with it
want you want, whilst inspiring younger generations at the same time.

I applied for this role as I initially wanted to become a Primary School teacher, so it
seemed like an obvious choice. I have now chosen to open doors into presenting
which focusses on having good communication skills and confidence, both of
which my role has helped me to develop. The high level of responsibility and
independence also appealed to me. Since taking on the role I was initially quite
restricted by what I was able to do due to Covid, but when restrictions began to
ease I was able to run a whole range of competitions. These included a
handwriting, writing and story competition as well as a book design and a ‘caught
reading’ competition. The children enjoy competitions and I think that a club could
be a fun future initiative for them. My advice to the future Prep Captain is to
consider that their timetable differs from ours so it can be hard to organise events.
You must be flexible and imaginative to ensure you fulfil your role.



A I S H A
R O U F

President of Cloisters

Strong interpersonal skills are a fundamental requirement for the President of
Cloisters role in order to bring a greater sense of unity. You need to be an
approachable and welcoming person as the role involves a lot of socialising. The
job entails organising and hosting social events for Sixth Form, overseeing the
maintenance of facilities in Cloisters, and ensuring things are running smoothly
within the Sixth Form centre.

I chose to apply as I have previously been involved in similar roles which I
thoroughly enjoyed. For example, I was a Prefect in Year 11. I also felt that this job
was representative of my people skills as they will be vital in the future as I hope to
become a dentist. I have arranged several social events with my Vice Presidents for
Halloween, Christmas, and Valentines, and we are now in the process of planning
an Easter event. Teamwork is important! These have improved integration between
Yr12 and Yr13 a lot more as we made sure that everyone was involved. Having
creativity is also key so that the events are fun, and engaging.

I also attend weekly Senior Prefect coffee mornings where I discuss my ideas for
the events, and suggest changes that would help to improve life in Cloisters. Being
proactive is essential. It can seem very busy at times - but remember to ask for
help, and split the work between you and your Vice Presidents. Do not put yourself
under unnecessary stress as A-levels are already difficult. I hope that the next
President of Cloisters is well-equipped, and ready to continue to host these social
events. Have fun with it!



The Burrell Shop

On Wednesday afternoon a group of Sixth Form students visited the Charles Burrell Centre to get a

feel for the Burrell Shop and check out the kitchen facilities. We met the shop manager, Billie Lawler,

who was really helpful in explaining how the shop works, and how they hope to use the points system.

Each item in the shop is priced with points, 1 point is 10p, 5 points is 50p and so on. We found this a

really helpful way of pricing items since hopefully customers with lower-level numeracy skills won’t

feel discouraged to shop! 

The kitchen is designed very similarly to local homes, which will be really useful in making relevant

videos, and Tracey, the cook, has offered her expertise to help us along the way. 

   

A small group of us plan to visit again next week to get started with the first ingredient; potatoes! 

Ella B, Year 13





Football

The boys' Football teams have been busy in recent weeks with matches being played across all age

groups both home and away.

The Prep School have played twice in recent weeks, winning one and losing one. Team striker

Zachary has scored hat tricks in both games! 

The Year 7/8 team is showing good progress and have gained a lot from playing competitive matches.

Callum has been dominant in midfield.  

The Year 9/10 team have found it tough going this season but are showing fantastic resilience and

team spirit. Joe has led the team well. 

The Year 11 team have been strong this season winning their matches. Finn is showing a high level of

talent for the future.

Netball

On Tuesday the U14 Netball team played against Brookes Cambridge. They won 31 - 12 with Megan J

being awarded player of the match for some excellent shooting .

On Friday the U11 Netball team travelled to Glebe House to play Netball. They got off to a slow start

going 5-0 down in the first quarter. However, as the game progressed their confidence grew, and the

final score was a 7-7 draw. Well done to all the girls especially Alexia who was voted Player of the

Match.



Dodgeball

The Year 9 boys took part in a first for the school, a Dodgeball match against another school! They

were challenged to a match by the local Sheridan School and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience

and fun! They won the game by 3 points to 1 and are keen to play more!







Meet Mr Glassbrook

What is your role at TGS?
Head of KS4, Head of Geography, DSL for KS4/5

How long have you been at the school?
10 years ish

What is the best part of your job?
Teaching!

Something people might not know about you is...
When I was at school I played in a brass band that won the School World
Championships. 

The best piece of advice you received as a child is...
Try not! Do or do not. There is no try……… positive mindset to get it done, even if it
is one small step at a time.

 

 
Each week we will ask a member of

Staff the five questions below. 
 

What will we learn about 
Mr Glassbrook.....?

 
 





S E T  B Y  
M R S  F A Y E

THIS WEEKS
CHALLENGE

The 17th of March was 'Random Act of Kindness Day' .  On this day
people do l i t t le acts that are there to cheer up other people,  the

idea being that they then go and do l ikewise.
 

Over the next few days can you do something unexpected for
someone? 

 
You may load or unload the dishwasher at home without being

asked or make your parents a cup of tea. 
 

Perhaps you could look through your belongings and f ind a few
things that you have outgrown - can you take them to a charity

shop?
 

Or simpler st i l l  - hold the door open at a shop, smile at the
passers-by and say 'hel lo ' .  

 
 








