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To borrow from the Derbyshire 
and England bowler Cliff 
Gladwin, cometh the hour… 
cometh the Thetfordian.
 
This edition of TGSTogether is 
dedicated to many heroes that 
our school has the privilege to 
know or have known. With the 
75th Anniversary of VE Day, we 
pay tribute to those whose who 
brought peace to Europe, many 
of whom did not pause there to 
enjoy the moment but continued 
onwards for several more months 
to finally bring World War Two 
to its end. Several Old Boys and 
Masters of the school are in this 
number, and we do not take their 
solemn sacrifice lightly.
 
We are also shining a spotlight on 
some of our heroes in this hour 
of need. Among them, parents in 
critical roles keeping our country 

TGS Together
going, pupils determined to 
make a difference, and staff 
that have volunteered in service 
of the wider community. In 
addition, the many heroic deeds 
that parents, pupils and teachers 
have undertaken to allow home 
life and school life to continue 
successfully together.
 
This, then, is a commemoration 
and a celebration of heroism 
spanning the last 75 years, acts 
and actors that sit worthily among 
centuries of a tradition defined 
by an obligation to be loyal to the 
finest qualities of human nature.
 
Thetfordians, we salute you.
Best wishes,

Mr M Brewer,
Head

#TGSTogether

Respect
Responsibility

Resilience

Visit the 
Parent Portal 

via our website to 
watch the latest 

videos.





The Grahams’ Family

Will & James Grahams’ Great-
Grandfather served in Burma 
with the Durham Light Infantry, 
driving back the Japanese in 1944-
1945. A quiet man, he never really 
talked about the War after he 
returned to Newcastle at the end 
of WW2. He was the 2nd of 4 
generations of Grahams to serve 
in the Armed Forces. 

Will Graham

Wendy Spriggs

My mum, Ellie’s grandmother,  Wendy Spriggs, was in the crowds 
outside Buckingham Palace on VE day in 1945, she was 8 years old. Her 
Mother and Aunt took her along and she recalls a serviceman grabbing 
her and putting her on his shoulders so she could see the King when 
the Royal party came out onto the balcony. Her Mother and Aunt 
worked by day in one of the aircraft manufacturers in Hertfordshire 
just outside London near where they lived, called De Havillands and at 
night drove ambulances in London.  

Helen and Ellie Spriggs

Uncle Peter

My Uncle Peter is a wonderful man 
and is 90 years old. 

He was in the army and is the 
2nd from left on front row of the 
picture below.

He also built parts for fighter 
planes during the Second World 
War.

Sharon Parlane



Colonel Stanley Tullet 

He served with the Royal Artillery 
for 46 years and received a MBE 
for being the best marksman off 
his time.

Sidney and Douglas

These are pictures from Toby, George and Freddie of their 
Great-Grandfathers Sidney and Douglas in their 2nd World 
War uniforms. 

Sidney was in Burma during the war and Douglas was in 
France with the BEF. We believe that he was one of the 
soldiers rescued at Dunkirk.

The Glassbrook Family

Mr Durling

I took Andy Durling and his Dad to 
the Cenotaph a couple of years ago 
as he served in WW2 and survived. 

An obvious hero. 

Mr Braden



Joseph Patrick James

This ‘story’ is regarding my Grandfather, who I sadly never had the opportunity to meet. Despite this, 
I have still had the pleasure of learning about what an incredible person he was. My Grandfather’s 
name was Joseph Patrick James, better known as Sgt Jamie James to his friends in the 550 Squadron, 
Bomber Command. Upon the outbreak of the war, Sgt James was merely 17. Despite being too 
young to join the military, he falsified his age to recruiters so that he could assist with the war 
effort. Although, once this was found out, he was put to work in the mess hall peeling vegetables 
in the camp near London Zoo.  

Once my Grandfather came of age and officially joined the military, he became a Rear Gunner 
for the Royal Air Force, serving in a multitude of aircraft such as Vickers Wellington’s and Avro 
Lancaster’s. His work led to him flying missions across all of war-torn Europe to locations written in 
his logbook, which my family still has the honor of possessing.  Sgt James was one of the lucky few 
who survived the war; however, this was not without any form of injury. On one training mission 
in the United Kingdom, his plane caught fire and upon arriving back at the airfield, he was forced 
to slide down a burning wing, leaving him hospitalised for several weeks. 

In 1993, Patrick Otter wrote his work ‘Maximum Effort III: The Untold Stories’. This book contains 
a number of accounts surrounding the British Bomber Squadrons of WW2 and the stories that 
have not been mentioned through history books. My Grandfather even managed to play a part in 
this as Otter speaks of an Australian pilot who put his plane into the river Humber, mistaking it for 
the nearby airfield. Sgt James was on this plane and Otter quotes him as saying “At least he had it 
sussed out. He knew which side was which and put it down on the Hull side because the pubs were 
still open over there!”.

Although I never had the opportunity to meet my Grandfather, he has still played a part in my life 
through the amazing memories that people have been able to share with me. I personally believe 
that it is incredibly important that we look upon those who served during the war, as without 
them, we would not be able to live the lives we live today. 

James Patrick Blackman
The School Captain 



Grandpa Davidson and Grandpa Roy Hann

Well I have two personal WWII heroes: Both my grandfathers were WWII heroes in their own right.  My 
grandmother packed parachutes in a factory too!

As a newly qualified doctor in 1939, Grandpa Davidson served as a Medical Officer in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and spent most of the war in the Sahara, working in field hospitals treating injured ‘Desert 
Rats’, the nickname given to the soldiers who were fighting in North Africa.  He reached the rank of 
‘Major’ and I am very sure he was a hero to the families of the many men he saved and helped to send back 
home.  One day he was riding along in the back of a transport truck with his feet dangling over the edge, 
when a land mine exploded, taking part of his left foot with it.  Luckily he recovered and bravely went 
about the rest of his life, working as a hospital doctor, walking around in his white coat with a limp and a 
walking stick.  He steadfastly refused to use a wheelchair and had special shoes made to help him walk.  I 
never heard him complain once.

My other Grandpa, Roy Hann, was a Lancaster Bomber Pilot during World War II.  He flew the ‘Dambuster’ 
bouncing bomb training missions and frequently went on bombing missions behind enemy lines.  His plane 
was shot down on one occasion and crashed. I’m not sure whether the whole crew survived the crash, but 
when he ‘came to’ he had a shard of glass from the Lancaster’s windscreen lodged against his neck in the 
collar of his flying jacket.  It was literally a fraction of an inch from killing him, yet he thought himself 
incredibly lucky to have survived and believed the glass was a lucky omen.  
Somehow he made it back home to Blighty and throughout the remainder of his life, till he died in the 
late 1980s, he carried that piece of glass, in his pocket, everywhere with him.  He (and it) travelled all over 
the world.  I remember him showing it to me when I was little.  Just before he died he had the shard of 
Lancaster glass made into a necklace and gave it to his daughter, my Father’s sister.  She continues to wear 
it every day, even these days.

The sheet music to the film theme of ‘The Dambusters’ was flown across to be played for his funeral 
in Canada, which I attended when I was a teenager and the church was packed out with many of the 
surviving members of the 617 ‘Dambusters’ Squadron.

Here is a picture of him during WWII and one of me as a baby sitting on his knee!

Mrs Weyers



Robert Algar       L Howse
Neville Allison       Reginald Hubbard
William Ambrose      Cyril Kerridge
Reginald Barnwell      Reginald Lawes
Frederick Brown      Russell Lees
Frank Bunnet       Geoffrey Long
Edward Campbell      William Lord
Lawrence Coe       Victor Lovick
Frederick Cooper      Raymond Machan
Reginald Dickerson      J Moore
Alex Dove        Anthony Page
Douglas Dye       Horace Pechey
Jack Garrod        William Pike
Raymond Goddard      H Skinner
Ernest Gothard       Kenneth Smith
Charles Hall       Leonard Spratt
Geoffrey Hansford      Harry Warren
H Holland        Gordon White
Charles Holmes       Philip Wright
Claud Houghton      Raymond Woodcraft

 Roll Call of Old Thetfordians 
In World War Two



VE Day 75 Bank Holiday Friday 8th May - Suggested Activities

Friday 8th May is a bank holiday to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. As such, it will not be a ‘school’ day. 
We want the TGS community to rest, reflect and celebrate or 

commemorate in ways that best suit them. 

 
If pupils are looking for activities, we have hosted a wide 
range on form room Google Classrooms. There is something 
suitable for all tastes and ages, from artwork and bunting 
designing to virtual tours of the Imperial War Museum. If 
pupils choose to complete activities, we are happy to take 
submissions through office@thetgram.norfolk.sch.uk over the 

next week and house points will be awarded accordingly. 



THANK  YOU

To all the heroes 
in our community



Georgia-Louise Dargan 

Georgia is a key worker and former TGS pupil. She is working 
on the frontline. At the age of 21 she is doing a nursing 
apprenticeship at Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge working 
on the infectious diseases ward. 

As well as this she is the designated shopper for her immediate 
family as well as for her Grandmother and Uncle. 

For someone so young this is highly commendable and we are 
extremely proud of her.

Melanie Dargan

Harriet Brewer

Here is my little super star hero Harriet. 
She is running at least a mile every morning 
in our garden until she is back to school to 
raise money for the NHS. Her Grandma is 
a nurse for the NHS and she is incredibly 
proud of all she is doing and wanted to 
help. So far she has raised over £500. 
Today she did 3 miles!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
harriet-brewer1

Fliss Brewer

Mrs Bacon

This is our Mum.  She works for the NHS 
as a Registered Community Nurse, visiting 
and providing care to people in their homes.

From 
Fraser & Jack

Several of the Thetford GirlGuidingUK leaders are 
also carers or hospital workers.

Gail who runs Rainbows & Brownies (still 
meeting via zoom and doing activities) is also a 
key worker at a special needs school. Amie helps 
with Rainbows & Brownies plus runs Rangers 
and is working four 12 hour shifts a week at 
Norwich hospital with Covid positive/possible 
patients.

Sharon Thompson

Then there is Sharon Thompson who runs the Pine Close Community 
Center, Fast First Aid. As well as organising a food & medicine collections 
team via the community Facebook page “Helping the Vulnerable in Thetford 
Norfolk During Pandemic”. She is also the person who organises wheels on 
the field, which is cancelled this year but she is now organising “The No Go 
Show”. Since schools closed Sharon and her team of volunteers have also 
been doing packed lunches Monday to Friday (donation welcome but if you 
don’t have money they are free) and on Thursday evening when they would 
usually run meet & eat a free community meal the team do free hot meal 
collections. Lots of people would be lost or go hungry without Sharon!

Mrs Ollenbuttell



My Mum  is a hero

My Mum works day and night to save people's lives who have 
COVID-19 working as consultant at the Covid ward in West Suffolk 
Hospital. She works all the weekends and sometimes she has 24 
hours shifts. I do not see her very often nowadays,  due to her 
irregular work schedule. But she says it is her duty to look after 
patients when they need it most.  I love her very much. 

Balázs Y5

We don't know of any family members who were part 
of WW2 but have several family members who are 
Key Workers and doing their best to help the fight 
against Covid19.

Our Auntie Linda and cousin Rachel both work at 
the Q E Hospital King's Lynn and actually Linda has 
just tested positive for the Corona Virus

Our Cousin Amy is a British Transport Police 
Sergeant based at Peterborough train station

Our Cousin James is a Postman in Wisbech

Our Uncle Will is a night Warehouse Distribution 
Manager at Guyhirn

Our Auntie Rosie owns her own curtain making 
business in Market Deeping and has been making 
PPE for the NHS 

Our Cousin Stephanie is in the police force along 
with her husband Huggy who is a dog handler both 
based in Peterborough

They have all been working hard to help this country 
fight the Corona Virus and we are very proud they 
are our family.

Rupert and Dominic Harris

Sharon and Megan Parlane

Hi my daughter Megan works as a nurse in intensive care and 
on the Covid Wards at West Suffolk Hospital she is age 20, 
also I’m not really a hero but I’m a volunteer responder at home 
for people who are lonely or elderly to ring me for a chat daily .

My daughters boyfriend Greg King who serves with Royal 
Engineers age 22 has just got back from serving in Iraq. 
Unfortunately they lost a colleague Brodie Gillon age 26 of 
the Royal Army Medical core who was killed during a bombing 
on Camp Taji in Iraq the photos are of Greg king and Brodie 
Gillion.

Sharon Parlane



Doubles!

Last week Year 7 continued their 

painting project in Art, learning how 

to layer watercolour glazes and add 

tone and highlights.

Well done Verity!

In Lower Prep, our pupils were introduced 

to a song to help them learn all about 

doubles. James and Samuel certainly 

got into the swing of things, not only 

learning the rap but making up their own 

dance too! Well done boys!

Upper Prep are looking at Africa as one of 

their Topics this term. During Art, pupils 

explored natural patterns on animals like 

the Zebra, Cheetah and Giraffe. They had 

to recreate one of these patterns using 

different mediums. Harriet produced this 

amazing pattern of a cheetah by using 

colouring pencils and tissue paper.

Brilliant work Harriet!

Recreating patterns



Well done to Etta, Conan 

and Jack for their super 

work decorating a piece of 

bunting for a class banner. 

It will look fantastic once 

completed!

Wildlife Bunting

Zachary and Joseph have been busy making these 

beautiful rainbows to make people smile and keep 

positive.

smile and be positive

Well done to Bertie and Jensen 

who have also completed Mrs 

Foreman's cookery challenge.

Bertie in Y7 made his favourite 

spaghetti bolognese for 

the family plus a vegetarian 

mushroom Ragu for his sisters.

Jensen in Y5 made croque 

monsieur for all the family 

for lunch!

Cookery



Upper Prep were tasked with 

painting a picture in the style 

of Tingatinga an artist from 

Tanzania. He has a unique 

style of using bold, blocked 

colours and surrealistic 

patterns. They are usually of 

native animals of Africa eg 

lions, leopards, elephants. 

Take a look at some of the 

classes fantastic pictures!

African art

Lower Prep were challenged to make a moving 

drawbridge. Jasmine made this amazing castle with a 

working drawbridge! Fantastic work!

Lower Prep

Lower Prep are learning all about castles. Toby drew 

a brilliant picture and labelled his picture with some 

fantastic words to describe the castle dragon.

castles


